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President's report 


elcome back everyone to a new year! At this stage, 

I'm not entirely sure where the last one went, or for 
that matter the one before it. In any case, despite the 
nominal down time of the summer school holidays, it has 
been quite busy on the Field Nats front. 


A few of us have been working away on solidly on the 
EES hearings to be held in relation to the Lonsdale Golf 
Course redevelopment, near Lake Victoria. Itis a 
substantial exercise for all parties, as I've no doubt 
previously mentioned. The hearings will be held over the 
course of this week and next. There was a site inspection 
last week, which we attended. There have been a lot of 
birds at Lake Victoria and its wetlands over the summer, 
as a result of good rains in the last couple of years, and 
the site is looking very good. The development remains 


very concerning in some important respects and we will be 


putting forward a robust case for greater changes to the 
proposal in order to protect high value environmental 
features. 


Aside from that, the Club held a very successful January 
excursion, which was held in conjunction with Parks 
Victoria's ‘Active in Geelong Parks’ program. We had a 
great turnout of visitors and several new members joined 
as a result. It is certainly the type of activity we should do 
again, especially in the school holidays. 


We have another exciting and full program for this year, 
and also | would remind members of the SEANA campout 
based in Camperdown on 16-19 March. 


Finally, as I'm inclined to supply my personal anecdotes, | 
went to Tasmania for a couple of weeks with the kids. On 


Tonight... 


..Bruce Lindsay 


the ferry, coming back into Melbourne, we saw some 
spectacular diving by a group of Australasian Gannets just 
off Mentone, as well as whales on the way over in Bass 
Strait (spotted by Dylan, not sure what species), and the 
amazing limestone Fossil Cliffs at the north end of Maria 
Island. 


| wish everyone a great year ahead! 


Common Booi Possum, Belmont. 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


... Phil Ingamells from VNPA will talk about fire and control burning issues in Victoria. 


At the March meeting... 
.. TBA 


GENC website 


Any AREAS (plant, mammal, Eiai gie DEGE elc. ) can be. 
emailed to the GENG email address or phoned to Barty Lingham > 
(5255 4291) so that iney can be incepta eu) gie the site Teenei 


GFNC Web page: h ttp: jihome. vicnet. net. taulsaine! 
e-mail address: ginc@vicnet, net.au 


The photo on the front cover, by Trevor Pescott, is of 
a Triangular Spider, Arkys sp, possibly clavatus. It was 
on a leaf of a gumtree at the Meredith Education Area 
in the BoE panE pan on 13/01/12. 


The ones on the back cover, by Gani Morley, isof 
Banded Stilts at Moolap Saltworks, 20/01/2012. 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at general meetings. 
The room will be open at 7.15 p m. to allow members to chat to other 


members and visitors. 


B ack in November we had an outbreak of blowflies that came 
into the house as soon as we opened a door. Since | did not 
want my roast lamb to become maggot food, | was keen to hunt 
them down. The sound of a buzzing fly usually sent us unto 
action, but we did not expect to be lying on the kitchen floor for 
ten minutes watching a Daddy Long-legs spider dealing with the 
blowfly problem for us. The spider had its retreat under the 
refrigerator and the fly had been initially caught in a stray piece 
of web. The spider must have stung it, but the amount of poison 
produced was not sufficient to kill its prey outright, or the spider 
was not hungry. The fly had to be wrapped up and saved for 
later. With spinnerets continually producing silk, the spider used 
its legs to wind fine 'rope' right around the hapless but still 
buzzing fly. Once the was job was finished, the main rope was 
cut and the food parcel was hauled back 
under the fridge. There is some merit in 
not always sweeping in difficult spaces! 


The spider would not just eat the fly, of 
course. It has to pump digestive 
enzymes with its venom into its prey to 
liquefy it before sucking it up. It has been 
claimed that the venom of the Daddy 
Long-legs is the most toxic of all spider 
poison, but cannot harm humans 
because the spider cannot penetrate 
human skin with its fangs and the 
amount is miniscule. There is no 
scientific evidence to back the claim. The 
TV Show Mythbusters tried to prove 
otherwise, and set up a contrived 
situation that caused a bite in a human 
that produced only a short-lived stinging 
sensation. 


Daddy Long-legs 


The Daddy Long-legs Spider, Pholcus 
phalangioides, is found throughout 
Australia. It is a cosmopolitan species 
that originates from Europe and was 
introduced accidentally into Australia. Its 

| main prey is other spiders, often larger in 

body size than itself. The injected 

| enzymes dissolve the prey and then its 

| liquefied contents are sucked up by the 

| spider and the residue eventually 
discarded. The mouth of a spider is 
located bétween the palps which are 
connected to the stomach muscles that 
perform the sucking action. Between 
mouth and stomach is a very fine filter 
made up of thousands of tiny hairs that 
allow only particles smaller than 1 mm to 
pass through. 


Acorn Barnacles 


Butterflies, like spiders, live on a liquid 
diet, usually sweet nectar, but 
occasionally rotting fruit, even 
decomposing animals, and they may 
take minerals from mud puddles, or tree 
gum. This was illustrated in April last 


Seastar 
year at the Ocean Grove Nature 


Out and about 
Finding food 


... Valda Dedman 


Reserve, when Gordon McCarthy and Tom Fletcher found 
Common Browns and Yellow Admirals sipping at wattle gum. 
Males may require extra minerals to enrich sperm and thus 
enhance the viability of the female's fertilised eggs. Butterflies sip 
their liquids through their proboscis; it is usually kept neatly 
coiled, and to function as a drinking straw the butterfly must 
pump blood into it to straighten it. Butterflies taste food through 
their feet which contain special chemical receptors; they may 
step on fermenting fruit to sample the juices. (Do they ever get 
drunk?). A female will also tread on leaves, stamping up and 
down to make the juices flow. She has spines on the back of her 
legs that can sense chemicals and she is looking for the right 
combination of plant food and protective poison for her 
caterpillars. If found, she lays her eggs on the leaf. 


Some creatures wait for food to come to 
them. Acorn barnacles are hard-shelled 
crustaceans that spend their adult life 
attached to something else, be it a boat 
hull, a rock or the shell of another 
creature. They filter the water that passes 
over them for food. Barnacles are known 
as cirripedes (= curly feet L. cirrus, curl, 
‘pes, foot) and when some article of food 
floats their way, they open their top plates 
and six pairs of legs with feathery tips 
wave out, collect and rhythmically beat 
microscopic organisms and bits of 
organic material into the creature's 
mouth, which lies below the opening. T. 
H. Huxley described the barnacle as a 
crustacean lying on its back, holding on 
by its head and kicking its food into its 
mouth with its heels. 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


Acorn barnacles look like mini-volcanoes. 
Their outer shells are made up of 
overlapping calcareous plates with a 
sideways opening at the top that is 
generally closed by two pairs of hardened 
plates, the scuta and the terga, that seal 
the animal inside against desiccation and 
predators, but open rhythmically to let the 
food-gathering legs through. The volcano 
‘erupts' when it is dinner time. Meals may 
be few and far between for some species. 
Rock barnacles can only feed when the 
tide comes in. The barnacle illustrated 
Tetraclitella purpurascens lives in 
crevices and under boulders in sheltered 
places, high up in the intertidal zone, so 
is rarely covered with enough water to 
provide a decent meal. It is a common 
acorn barnacle of rocky shores along our 
southern coast. 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


Seastars have to go after their food. 
Some are scavengers, taking whatever 
plant or animal material happens to be 
around; some of the larger ones are real 
predators, capturing bivalve molluscs, 


Photo: Valda Dedman 
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echinoderms and other large prey. They 
force open large bivalves like mussels by 
pulling continuously on each valve with 
their suction-padded tube-feet, 
sometimes for several hours until the 
animal inside no longer has the strength 
to hold its shells together. For seastars, 
persistence pays off. 


Seastars can digest food that is too large 
to fit through their mouth, which is 
located at the centre of the under 
surface. They have two stomachs, the 
sac-like cardiac stomach that can be 
everted outside the body, enclose the 
food item and partially digest it, and the 
pyloric stomach, which has many lobes 
that extend into each arm, where final 
digestion takes place. 


Oystercatchers were named because of 
their diet. Their bills are specially 
adapted for their food gathering. They 
are bilaterally compressed and have a 
chisel-like tip, excellent for prizing not 
only oysters, but limpets and periwinkles 
from the surface. They may open them 
by hammering them on the rocks. Their 
blade-like bills are excellent for probing 
into crevices, or forcing mussel and other 
bivalve shells open. They also stab at 
marine worms, crabs and anemones. 
During the breeding season the ground 
around the nest can become littered with 
discarded shells. They bring food to their 
young because it takes some time for the 


bills of the chicks to become hard enough to be used effectively. 


ae 


Sooty Oystercatcher 


Nibbled lemon 


Young chicks have to be taught feeding technique by their 


parents. 


Pied Oystercatchers are seldom found on rocky shores, but 
Sooty Oystercatchers prefer this habitat. That is where that 


chisel-end comes in most useful; they don't want a bill whose tip 


can easily break off. Studies of Eurasian Oystercatchers have 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


found that bill tips can vary according to 
predominant diet. The types are pointed 
chisel, pointed-blunt and chisel-blunt. 
Birds with a more pointed bill probed into 
sand for soft-bodied worms and deep- 
buried soft-shelled bivalves; birds with a 
pointed-blunt type probed for open 
bivalves near the surface and cut the 
adductor muscle before bringing their 
catch up, and chisel-blunt bills were used 
to prize shellfish off rocks, hammer them 
open and then cut the adductor muscle 
through the broken shell. On a tidal 
mudflat in Australia males took more hard 
-shelled species than females, and used 
more rapid pecking to do this. Their bills 
were also shorter than females. Sooty 
Oystercatchers took more hard-shelled 
species than Pied. 


$$ 9% 


This picture (left) is not of a Christmas 
decoration. It is of a lemon still attached 
to the tree, and the skin has been 
delicately eaten, leaving the rest of the 
fruit intact. | have many such lemons. 
Sometimes they have fallen to the 
ground, sometimes the skin has been 
completely removed. The question is, 
what has been eating my Meyer lemons? 
A search of the Internet reveals that | am 
not alone in having a lemon rind thief. 
There are similar reports from California 
and from Melbourne, and nearly always 


on Meyer lemons. | haven't yet seen the culprit. Snails, fruit bats 
and raccoons, even Aliens have been suggested, and possums 
in New Zealand, but my guess is a rat. There have recently been 
new developments in my garden. | have now found on the table 
below the tree a small scatter of little curls of lemon rind, without 
any pith attached. The peeled lemons have very little pith left; the 
edge of the remaining rind is always very neat. | have not yet 
found any droppings. So, what eats lemon pith but does not like 
lemon rind? | need a Pix Controller. 


Jottings from the journals . 


e — The Ballarat FNC has a blog that is regularly updated. 
http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com/ Si 
e An addition to the frog fauna of Victoria is the Bleating Tree 
Frog Litoria dentata, found near Genoa in east Gippsland. 
[The Victorian Naturalist December 201 1] 
e Geoff Carr, associated in his youth with GFNC, was the 
guest speaker at Castlemaine FNC. His topic was his 
specialty, the Dianella family. [Castlemaine Naturalist, 


November 201 1] 


° Earthkids is a website full of fun ideas and activities | 
www, acfonline.org.au/earhkids 

e _ ACF’s journal, habitat, January 2010, has an article about 
the collaborative consumption movement. Examples include 


car sharing (Flexicar), disposing of unwanted goods 4 
(www. freecycle.org), landsharing and city bicycles. 


Eucalyptus galls, Point Lonsdale. Photo: Rosalind Smallwood 
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This month 


t must have been a couple of years ago that we heard this call 

and had little idea of the source.—frog, insect or bird. All were 
considered and were just put in the too hard basket and 
eventually forgotten—or so | thought! 


Our first experience was across the 
Murray in a Moama tourist park. Last 
evening we were there we were 
somewhat bemused by persistent bursts 
of a staccato call which seemed to 
emanate from the corner of the cabin 
behind the TV. A fruitless search was 
undertaken, inside, outside in trees and 
up on the roof. Fortunately for our ‘well 
being’ nightfall brought relief—the calling 
ceased. 


Sometime later, at Badger Creek near 
Healesville, pretty much the same 
scenario, except the call was from 
among the shrubbery near the wetland. 


Now to present times. Summer evenings 
in Green Gully brought with them - 
unusual calls which puzzled some of the 
locals. Their experiences pretty much 
mirrored ours but they were able to 
identify the culprits. Not only did they 
name them, Peron’s Tree Frogs, but at 
night, by torchlight, they managed to 
photograph one calling from a dam—a 
story in itself, all about ingenuity! This 
frog has another more colourful and 
appropriate name—Maniacal Cackle 
Frog. Once heard never forgotten! 


About this frog: 

e Range: northern Victoria. Less 
common in the south 

e Habitat: catholic in taste 

e Calls: from trees then descends to water 

e Eggs: laid December in still water. Males call through 
January 

e Colour: can change according to circumstances. 


¢¢¢¢% 94 


Here we are stopped in our tracks by the mimicry of a male 
Superb Lyrebird, straining to see the display through the thick 
undergrowth. But he, like others we've encountered, had 
selected a secluded part of the forest, so we listened, enthralled. 


We were at the Badger Weir near Healesville, a well-used and 
popular area. It abuts the Yarra Ranges N.P. We were on a track 
invitingly titled Lyrebird—a lot would think a misnomer. This track 
follows a cool moist fern gully through ancient treeferns like huge 
green umbrellas, passing by trees and fallen branches clothed 
with lichens and mosses, and always in touch with a mountain 
creek, dappled water invitingly cool and clear, and above all the 
majestic giants of the tree world, the neck-crickingly tall Mountain 
Ash. This is the haunt of the lyrebirds—infrequently seen, by us 


... Joe Hubbard 


anyway. Today we got lucky. While absorbed in the ‘concert’ a 
frequenter of this patch told us there was another just over the 
bridge. Not one but two as it turned out—a female and a juvenile. 
The adult bird flew up from out of the 
ferns onto a branch quite close:to us and 
after some time ‘called’ and the juvenile 
climbed up to her. Then both dropped 
down from the branch and quite casually 
walked past us onto the track, over the 
footbridge, foraging as they progressed 
to meet two other walkers who | hope 
must have been as delighted as we were. 


¢¢¢% ¢ E 3 


Speaking figuratively why would you want 
to hit me over the head with a tome titled 
Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia? 


Why? Because of that incorrect caption 
to my photo of the Kamarooka lizard in 
last December’s Naturalist. 


Most of you would have picked up the 
error, including my friends who were 
good enough to bring that book over. | 
must take some blame for this error in 
translation—the caption provided was 
just not specific enough which would not 
be at all helpful to the editors. /Joe is 
being very generous here! The fault was 
entirely mine as | added the caption at 
the last minute without putting my brain 
into gear!—Editor] 


Now let's talk about the real thing—a 
Common Bearded Dragon. 
About Bearded Dragons: 

e When threatened freezes and relies on camouflage. 
When pushed will puff up body and extend beard. Not 
very effective with cars! 

e Likes areas with trees and fenceposts for sunbaking 
and retreat. 

e Diet—vegetable matter and insects. 

e in south-east Australia erroneously called ‘Frilly’, 
much as we bushies used to call them. 
‘Bloodsuckers’ — well, maybe one of their cousins. 

e Found eastern corner of Australia. 


Bits and pieces 

Geoff Park’s website, ‘Natural Newstead’, was the source of the 
Green Gully frog report. 

That Kamarooka ‘lizard’ took on the Mazda but fortunately didn’t 
do any damage. 

Healesville and lyrebirds—December 2011. This can geta bit 
touristy—Badger Weir that is! x 

Mountain Ash feature in Thomas Pakenham’s book Remarkable 
Trees of the World. 


May 2012 be pretty good for you! 
Cheers! 
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What's up 


W e tend to take the Moon for granted but astronomers and 
astrophysicists have been scratching their heads over this 
familiar celestial body for some time. 


Firstly, it is rather too large. Other planets in the Solar System 
have moons, but none (except for tiny dwarf planet Pluto) have 
moons that are as large in proportion to the planet. In fact, the 
Earth and Moon could almost be considered as a double planet, 
since the Moon is larger than Pluto. 


The inner planets, Mercury and Venus, have no moons and the 
two moons of Mars are small lumpy pieces of rock which are 
probably just asteroids that were somehow captured by the 
planet's gravitation. 


A related puzzle is how the Moon got there at all. Now that the 
Moon has been extensively mapped, probed by spacecraft and 
sampled by astronauts, we know that the composition of large 
parts of Moon is significantly different from that of the Earth. That 
more or less rules out the possibility that the two formed together 
at around the same time. : 


The currently popular theory is that the Moon condensed from 
rubble thrown into space when a planet about the size of Mars 
struck the Earth about four billion years ago. The Moon would 
therefore be made of fragments of the Earth's crust, but with 
large amounts of material from the impacting planet. That would 
explain why the Moon's surface shows signs of having been 
molten in the distant past. However, there is no evidence of the 
Earth's crust being extensively melted at around the same time, 
which should have happened from such a giant impact. Also, 


...Dean Hewish 


there are confusing aspects of the Moon's chemistry that do not 
support the theory. Nonetheless, geochemist Alex N. Halliday 
proposed the generally accepted name Theia for the now 
deceased planet that may have struck the Earth. 


The story becomes more complicated by the discovery that the 
far side of the moon is much more mountainous and has an 
entirely different make-up to the side we see. A theory has 
recently been proposed that a second collision, possibly with 
another fragment created in the first impact, occurred some time 
after the Moon had formed. In this case, an object smaller than 
the Moon hit what is now the far side, melting itself and 
spreading its material over half of the Moon. The Moon's far side 
crust would then be mostly made up of material from the 
impacting body. 


It is certain that these issues are not yet closed. Perhaps future 
data collected by spacecraft will one day help resolve the 
mysteries. 


However, the strangest thing about the Moon is a total 
coincidence. For all of mankind's history, its apparent diameter in 
the sky has been very close to that of the Sun. This means we 
are regularly treated to solar eclipses when the Moon's disc 
exactly covers the Sun's disc, causing dramatic darkening of the 
sky and briefly allowing the sun's corona and prominences to be 
seen. The chances of this coincidence are minute, but we can be 
very glad that the Moon, however it came to be, gives us such 
amazing spectacles. The next total solar eclipse in Australia will 
occur on the 14 November this year, just north of Cairns. 


Mammal report 


12/12/11 
10/01/12 


Platypus 
Short-beaked Echidna 


Dusky Antechinus 05/01/12 


Common Brushtail 01/01/12 
Possum 


Common Ringtail Possum 


Year! 


02/01/12 
02/01/12 


Sugar Glider 


04/01/12 
13/01/12 


Long-nosed Potoroo 17/12/11 


12.15 p.m. 


Eastern False Pipistrelle 17/01/12 


the flowing stream. 


Lesser Long-eared Bat 14/01/12 


Large Forest Bat 17/01/12 


the flowing stream. 


Black Rat 13/12/11 


Feral Cat 03/01/12 


Koala 27/12/11 


Australian Fur Seal 20/12/11 


In the Lily Pond near Queens Park Bridge, swimming and diving together. 


Ambling across the Deans Marsh Road at the Gentle Annie turnoff, little wonder they are 
all-too frequent road-toll victims. 
Binns Road, Aire Valley in the Otway Ranges, ran along the side of the road, 9.00 a.m. 


Victoria Terrace, Belmont; it was seen in the trees in the garden at 2.45 a.m. Happy New 


.| Belmont, on powerline at 2.30 a.m. [See photo inside front cover.] 
You Yangs, in a stump near Kurrajong Picnic Ground. 

Inverleigh Common, disturbed from a hollow stump. 

Brisbane Ranges, heard ‘yapping’ at night, Little River Picnic Ground. 


Mait's Rest, Otway Ranges, fossicking for fungi beneath the ferns beside the main path, at 
Callahan's Creek at the Goat Track bridge, Otway Ranges, caught in a harp trap set over 


Brisbane Ranges, caught in a harp trap set across the dry creek bed in Anakie Gorge. 


Callahan's Creek at the Goat Track Bridge, Otway Ranges, caught in a harp trap set over 
Queens Park, identified by its long slender tail. 


Otway Ranges, observed along the Benwerrin-Mt Sabine Road. 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. A male. 


... Trevor Pescott 


In the Barwon estuary, Barwon Heads, ‘munching’ on what appeared to be a large bream. | BL 


Note: the above are a selection of the many sightings reported over the last three months. Others will be published in the next issues of Geelong 


Naturalist and all go into the Mammal Atlas records. 


Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club; GL, Grace Lewis; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JN, John Newman; M, per email to 


TP; SI, Shona Innes; SQ, Stuart Quick; TP, Trevor Pescott. 
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Pixcontroller cameras 


he Club’s three Pix Controller movement-activated cameras 
have been in use at four sites over the last two months. 


In December, two were set at Marion East’s property at She 
Oaks where we gained photographs of Brush-tailed Phascogale 
and Common Brushtail Possum. The third was placed at Sharp’s 
Crossing on the Moorabool River also at She Oaks. Here, 
photographs were taken of a Brush-tailed Phascogale as well as 
two Sugar Gliders attending the bait station. 


In January, the cameras were taken to the Yaugher study site 
where they were 
placed in the area 
that has been fuel- 
reduction burnt. We 
obtained pictures of 
Black Wallabies 
including one with a 
joey in her pouch, 
and there were a few 
pictures of a Bush 
Rat at one site, a 
disappointing result 
overall. 


Next, the cameras 
were move to the 
adjacent area that 
has not been burnt 
recently, and here 
there were Long- 
nosed Potoroos, 
Bush Rats and Agile 
Antechinuses at the 


Brush-tailed Phascogale, She Oaks 


three sites as well as a Short-beaked Echidna on one camera. 
But perhaps the highlight was an adult Rufous Bristlebird with a 
newly-fledged young that was being fed scraps of the bait — clear 
evidence that the birds had bred there. Neither foxes nor feral 
cats were recorded, although there seems to be a fox den-site 
near where our camera was set. The contrast between burnt and 
unburnt areas is stunning. 


This month the cameras have been moved to the Little River 
Picnic area in the Brisbane Ranges where Grace Lewis heard 
Sugar Gliders ‘yapping’ recently — perhaps we will get 
phascogales there as well as the gliders. 


After that, we will deploy them at the Dog Rocks Sanctuary as 
part of the fauna study there. 


Rufous Bristlebird feeding a fledgling, Yaugher 


Harp EAS 
The two harp traps, designed to catch bats, have also been put to good use; the highlight was the capture of two Eastern False 
Pipistrelles, rather robust bats that weigh in at about 22 grams—compare this with the Lesser Long-eared Bat (12 gm), the Little 


Forest Bat (4 gm), and the House Mouse (about 20 gm). 


The harps work best when there is hot weather and warm, humid nights for it is then that bats are most active. 
Again, as with the cameras, we will set them at the Dog Rocks Sanctuary (see below for details). 


. Next trapping : Dog Rocks Soe 


The Dog Rocks Sanay, has been a popular place tor bird- ; 


Fauna survey: -The Narrows, Queenscliff 


We have miaa to look for bate and reptiles i inthe Sand- 


observing throughout the life of the GFNC, but there has not been a 
systematic search for mammals or reptiles. So with permission from 
Litand George Belcher, we: have. set aside a week to carry out funnel, 
Elliott, camera and. harp trapping to try to puia a proie of the P 
mammals and reptiles of the area. 


Saturday 11 Fabriany: 10.00 a.m. Meet at the nanes to the ath: 
Sanctuary, to place the funnel traps and cameras. If the weather is 

_ warm enough, we will also set the harp traps. 

Sunday 12 February, 8.00 a.m.—meet to check the harp traps. 

Monday 13 February, 1.00 p.m.—meet to set the Elliott traps. 

Tuesday 14 February, 8.00 a.m.—meet to check the Elliott traps. 

Wednesday 15, and Thursday 16, 8.00 a.m.—check Elliott traps. 

‘Saturday 18 February 8.00 a.m.—meet to collect all traps and : 
cameras. Depending on the weather, we will iy pap trapping on 
several nights. Ea 


dune-Moonah Woodland area behind the dog beach car 
pan ; ; 


‘Monday 2 27 7 Febna meet at the are Beach carpark 


10.00 a.m. to set the funnel traps. 


Wednesday 29 February: ‘meet at the Dog Beach carpark at 


4.00 p.m. to set the harp traps. — 
Thursday 1 March: meet at the car-park. at 7. 00 a.m. to ve 
check and collect the ae 


For further ale please pontact me on. 
poesca he UIE com.au 
- Trevor Pescott 
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Reptile and amphibian (Herpetology) report 


... Trevor Pescott 


Sharp's Crossing, She Oaks, caught by an Eastern Yellow Robin and taken to feed [TP 
young in a nest nearby. 


Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 1 08/12/14 Yaugher, Yaugher Road at Bald Hill, road-killed. TP 


1 20/12/11 Point Addis, sunning on the Koori Cultural Walk; it was a very light-coloured WCo, 
individual. 3 


Garden Skink 02/12/11 


1 22/12/11 Meredith, sunning on Whinray Road. WCo 

1 04/01/12 Yaugher, caught in pitfall trap. TP 

1 05/01/12 Yaugher, road-killed on Yaugher Road near Hennigan Cres. TP 
Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 1 27/12/11 Anakie, road-killed on Robbs Road west of Anakie Road. TP 
Eastern Brown Snake 2 12/12/11 Meredith, crossed Whinray Road at Aston Creek, 10.30 a.m. CCo 
Lowland Copperhead 1 25/12/11 Barrabool, road-killed on Devon Road just south of creek. , : TP 
White-lipped Snake 1 18/12/11 Yaugher, an 18 cm long specimen, found under tile. TP 

1 


17/01/12 Yaugher, road-killed on Boundary Road; it is a largely nocturnal species—this one | TP 
had been killed the night before it was found. 


| Mainland Tiger Snake 1 29/01/12 Modewarre, road-killed on Cape Otway Road just east of the lake overflow. TP 
Common Froglet 27/12/11 Long Forest, calling from pond near Blue Box Flat. TP 
Spotted Marsh Frog 1 02/12/11 Balliang, under tile near Lees Bridge. TP 
Growling Grass Frog 13/12/11 Reedy Lake, Moolap Station Rd. Heard calling in three places. GMc 
Pobblebonk Frog 27/12/11 | Long Forest, calling from pond near Blue Box Flat. TP 


Observers: CCo, Colin Cook; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; TP, Trevor Pescott.; WCo, Wendy Cook 


A Guide to the Birds of Geelong 
: aby. Trevor Pescott 


Over they years, Trevor has been. asked if thera! isa. 
book that illustrates and describes the birds seen 
along the Barwon valley and in gardens across the - 
Geelong region. This book is designed to provide a 
simple means for anyone not already actively bird- 

watching to identify the birds they are Ie ior see 
around Geelong. 


White-lipped Snake, Yaugher. 


it is available at the Club meetings for $25, or can 


be ordered from ppescott@optusnet.com.au or 


from 14 Victoria Terrace, Belmont, 3216. 


Blotched Bluetongue Lizard, Point Addis 
Photo: Colin Cook 


Vale 


Brenda Higgins (Mrs Geoffrey Higgins) was a founding lady, once a kindergarten teacher and daughter of Walter 
member as listed in the First Ten Years leaflet; she reached 100 Brownhill of History of Geelong fame. Mrs Ealey was a very 
years of age! Mrs Higgins was a happy, keen and active knowledgeable and interested member and attended our 50th 
member. anniversary last year. 


Mary Ealey has died, aged 91. She was married to John Ealey Club members were also sad to hear the news at the December 
who was the club's treasurer for some time and she came ina meeting of Bruce Smiles’ death in November last year. We 
wheelchair to our 50th birthday celebration. She was a charming send our condolences to Nan. 


6 Geelong Naturalist February 2012 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Balyang Sanctuary, Newtown, 24 November 2011 


he last Bird Group excursion for 2011 was held at Balyang 


...John Miro 


Cormorants on an island in the sanctuary 


Long-necked Turtles along the river 
two pairs of Willie wagtails at nests 


Sanctuary, situated at the end of Shannon Ave Newtown. o a Baillon’s Crake 
On a sunny Thursday morning, 14 members and friends turned e 
up. This excursion was held in honour and memory of Bryant e 
Attwood who had a special affinity with Balyang. Bryant always A 


enjoyed observing along the Barwon River as it flows through 
Geelong and he made many valuable contributions to our 


knowledge of the birdlife of the area. It was lovely to share the 
excursion with members of the Attwood family with Sharon and 


daughters Trish and Dorinda joining in. 


Starting at 9.00 a.m. until morning coffee at 10.30, we enjoyed 
the bird sanctuary and picnic area at Balyang. Then we walked 
along the Barwon River and visited the Yollinko bird hide. The 
excursion finished around 12:30 p.m. with some staying to share 
a picnic lunch. Overall we observed just over 50 bird species. 
The morning was ably led by Craig Morley who came equipped 


with telescope and camera. 


Highlights of the morning included: 


e about 10 Darter nests along the river near Princes Bridge 
° about 40 nests of Little Pied Cormorants along the river in 


proximity to the Darters 


° a colony of nesting Little Pied Cormorant and Little Black 


Australian Wood Duck; 1 

Grey Teal; 6 

Chestnut Teal; 10 

Northern Mallard; 4. Also 1 Muscovy. 

Pacific Black Duck; 12 

Hardhead; 7. Several pairs including 1 with 2/3 
size juv. (B) 

Australasian Grebe; 10. Several pairs. At least 
2 active nests. (B) 

Rock Dove; 6. Small flock overhead. Also 
under bridge. 

Spotted Dove; 6. Several heard and seen. 

Australasian Darter; 30+. At least 10 active 
nests along river bank. Several with 
nestlings. Also courtship behaviour 
observed. (B) 

Little Pied Cormorant; 150+. At least 20 active 
nests on island and at least 40 nests along 
river bank. Most with nestlings. Some 
juveniles in water and low vegetation under 
nests. (B) 

Little Black Cormorant; 30, 5-10 nests on 
island. (B) 

Australian Pelican; 4 

Eastern Great Egret; 2. At least 2 birds 
returning to trees on several occasions. 

White-faced Heron; 6. At least 1 family with 3 
juveniles. (B) 

Collared Sparrowhawk; 1 near bridge. 

Purple Swamphen; 6 

Baillon's Crake; 1 foraging along W edge at N 
end of main stretch of water. 

Dusky Moorhen; 10. Two nests with adults 
sitting. (B) 


Eurasian Coot; 20: At least 3 broods of 
juveniles at different stages of 
development. From recently fledged 
dependent downy young to adult size with 
hints of silvery white plumage around 
throat and neck. (B) 

Masked Lapwing; 2 heard. 

Whiskered Tern; 1 non-breeding bird briefly 
observed downstream of bridge. Dropped 
to surface of water once. 

Silver Gull; 20. Birds generally congregating 
into one group. 

Long-billed Corella; 1 at least heard from 
vicinity of hallow where 2 were seen on 
23/11. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo; 12. Flock of 10 
feeding on ground. Also observed looking 
out from hollow in big dead tree 
surrounded by water. (B?) 

Rainbow Lorikeet; 10. At least 5 pairs in and 
around taller eucalypts, including several 
investigating nest hollows. (B?) 

Musk Lorikeet; 5 in one small flock. 

Eastern Rosella; 6. Several seen and heard 
including a Mand a juv. 

Red-rumped Parrot; 10. Several seen and 
heard. Small flock foraging in grass 
including 3 immature males. 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo; 2 at least heard 
and seen. | 

Sacred Kingfisher; 1 upstream from bridge 
observed from Yollinko platform. 

Superb Fairy-wren; 20. Several groups seen 
and heard. 


Chestnut Teal pair, Balyang Sanctuary. 


and a Sacred Kingfisher. 


Photo: Craig Morley 


Bird list, compiled by Craig Morley 


White-browed Scrubwren; 2 at least heard from 
dense low vegetation. 

Brown Thornbill; 1 heard along walk to bird 
hide. 

White-plumed Honeyeater; 20. Numerous and 
vocal amongst eucalypts. 

Red Wattlebird; 15. Numerous and vocal. 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike; 3 heard and seen 
amongst eucalypts. 

Australian Magpie; 4, a family group with at 
least 2 begging juveniles. (B) 

Pied Currawong; 2 heard along river near 
bridge. 

Willie Wagtail; 10. Several pairs, including at 
least 2 active nests on dead wood over 
water. (B) 

Little Raven;10 

Magpie-lark:; 6. Several including a female 
making repeated visits to nest high in 
River Red Gum over river at Yollinko 
platform. (B) 

Australian Reed-Warbler; 10. Several seen and 
heard. Vacated nest in hanging eucalypt 
foliage ~1m above river level. (B) 

Little Grassbird; 6 seen and heard. 

Welcome Swallow; 10 

Common Blackbird; 4 seen and heard. 

Common Starling; 6 

Common Myna; 10 

Red-browed Finch; 6 in 1 flock near bridge. 

House Sparrow; 6 

Common Greenfinch; 1 heard. 


B=breeding 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
The Minya Winery and Breamlea, 26 January 2012 


...Polly Cutcliffe 


very bird-friendly wetland, and made a walking track through 
bushland with viewing points and hides; several dead trees 
provide hollows and perches. Cheryl's bird list and the 
accompanying photos tell the story, but some which should be 
mentioned here were the Native Hens, Red-kneed Dotterels, 
Eastern Great Egret, 200 plus Eurasian Coot, Yellow-billed 


Spoonbill, Latham Snipe and Nankeen Night-Heron. We 
Pat and Hans first took us a short distance to Breamlea Reserve recorded 62 species at The Minya. 
where Thompson Creek 


widens and slows, attracting 
a number of bird species, the 
most exciting on this 
occasion being Pacific 
Golden Plovers—a treat for 

- most of us to view these long 
-distance travellers through 
the telescopes. After 
recording 32 species, from 
Black Swans to Yellow- 
rumped Thornbills, we 
proceeded to the winery 
which borders Thompson 
Creek a few kilometres 
further upstream. 


Leaders: Hans and Pat Streefkerk 


| don't know if it was the weather (refreshingly cool), the locality 
(a winery), or that it was the Australia Day holiday, but a record 
24 members and visitors (from as far afield as Leeton NSW), 
arrived at the Thompson Creek bridge by 9.30. 


The eleven people who 
stayed on for a delicious lunch 
on the sunny deck overlooking 
the wetland were treated to 
some lively anecdotes from 
Jeff about the intelligence 
shown by the birds who find 
their way past his defences to 
eat the grapes, and the way 
they have learned to cope 
with his various deterrents. 


Many thanks to Hans and Pat 
for leading this excursion, and 
to Jeff Dans for making us 


welcome. 
The owner, Jeff Dans, has 


retained and enhanced a 


Bird group at The Minya Winery. Photo: Pat Streefkerk 


Bird list compiled by Cheryl West Lau 
MW =Minya Winery, B= Breamlea, P=Present 


Black Swan; 2, MW. Thompson Creek runs Purple Swamphen; 4, MW, feeding beside Yellow-rumped Thornbill; P, feeding on ground 
through property and has been dammed. Thompson Creek. in paddocks. P, B, feeding on roadside in 

Grey Teal; P, MW, Thompson Creek. Buff-banded Rail; 1, B, Cnr Breamlea Rd & residential area. 

Chestnut Teal; P, MW and B. Thompson Creek Bancoora SLSC turn-off. Brown Thornbill; P, MW, P, B residential area. 


also runs through Breamlea saltmarsh. Crake sp.; 1, MW, In reeds beside creek. Not Singing Honeyeater, P, B, heard. 
Pacific Black Duck: P, MW, Thompson Creek. sure which species. White-plumed Honeyeater, P, MW car parking 
Australasian Grebe: P, MW, Thompson Creek. Black-tailed Native-hen; 4, feeding beside area. 
Hoary-headed Grebe; P, MW, Thompson creek. 


Noisy Miner; P, MW. 

Creek. Dusky Moorhen; 1, MW, Thompson Creek. Little Wattlebird; P, B residential area. 
Spotted Dove; P, B residential area. Eurasian Coot; 200+, MW, Thompson Creek. Red Wattlebird, P, MW. 
Crested Pigeon; P, MW and B, Breamlea Rd. Black-winged Stilt; 1, MW, stationery beside White-fronted Chat; 2, MW. 
Australasian Darter; 2, MW, flying over ; creek. New Holland Honeyeater; 2, car parking area. 

property. Pacific Golden Plover; 1, B. 10 spotted feeding Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike; 2, MW, Thompson 
Little Pied Cormorant, P, MW and B, on sand bar in middle of Thompson Ck. 1 Ck. 

Thompson Creek. seen further along feeding on side of ck. Dusky Woodswallow; P, MW, sitting in tree 
Great Cormorant; 3, MW, Thompson Creek. Black-fronted Dotterel; 1, MW, Thompson Ck. Thompson Ck. 
Little Black Cormorant; 3, MW, Thompson Red-kneed Dotterel; P, MW, feeding on side of Australian Magpie; P, MW. 

Creek. Thompson Ck. Grey Fantail; P, MW, P, B, Blackgate Rd. 
Australian Pelican; P, MW and B, flying. Masked Lapwing; P, MW and B. Willie Wagtail, P, MW, P, B. 
Eastern Great Egret; 1, MW, Thompson Creek. Latham's Snipe; 2, MW, Thompson Ck. 


Little Raven; P, MW and B, Blackgate Rd. 
White-faced Heron: P, MW and B, Thompson Common Greenshank; 1, B, feeding beside Magpie-lark; 1, MW. 
Creek. 


Thompson Ck. Golden-headed Cisticola; 1, B, Blackgate Rd. 
Little Egret; 1, B, Thompson Creek. Silver Gull: P, Thompson Ck. Silvereye; P, MW and B residential area near 
Nankeen Night-Heron; 3, MW, sitting in dead Galah; P, MW In tree on property. Thompson Ck. 

tree. 2 adults and juvenile.. Long-billed Corella; 2, MW, flying over Welcome Swallow; MW and B Saltmarsh. 
Australian White Ibis, 2, MW, Thompson 


property. Tree Martin; 30, MW. 
Creek, P, B, Thompson Creek, Blackgate Rainbow Lorikeet; P, B. 


Common Blackbird; P, MW and B residential 

Rd. Purple-crowned Lorikeet; 3, MW, flying over area. 
Straw-necked Ibis; P, B, Thompson Creek. property. Common Starling; P, MW and B. 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill, 1, MW, sitting in dead Crimson Rosella; P, B. Common Myna, P, MW. 

tree beside Thompson Creek. Eastern Rosella; P, MW. Red-browed Finch; 10, MW. 
Black-shouldered Kite; 1, B, sitting on top of Red-rumped Parrot; 10, MW in trees beside House Sparrow, P, MW. 

bush near Thompson Creek, Blackgate Rd. creek. Australasian Pipit; 1, MW. 
Swamp Harrier, 1, MW, flying over property. Superb Fairy-wren; P, MW and B. European Goldfinch; P, MW. 


Wedge-tailed Eagle, 2, MW, flying over 
property. 
Brown Falcon; 1, MW, flying over property. 


White-browed Scrubwren; 2, along Blackgate Common Greenfinch; P, MW. 
Rd in Breamlea saltmarsh, P, MW, heard. 
Striated Fieldwren; P, B, Blackgate Rd. 


S 
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Two Rivers Ramble 
14 January 2012 


... Deborah Evans 


samples for us to put under the microscope back at the marquee. 
The birdlife was prolific with one open grassy patch enabling 
Craig and Barry to conduct a ‘Martins 101’ course as Fairy 
Martins, the occasional Tree Martin, Welcome Swallows and 
Willie Wagtails all hawked and 
stirred up the insect life. One 
young Fairy Martin obligingly 
settled on the path in front of 
the first group, eventually 
being rewarded by being fed. 
The juvenile Nankeen Night- 
Heron also obliged, staying 
put for the second group to be 
able to view it through the 
telescope at the same spot. 


ur January excursion was held in conjunction with Parks 

Victoria/G21’s ‘Geelong's Active in Parks’ program. Parks 
Victoria provided publicity for the event, enabling us to attract 
visitors from as far away as Melbourne. As well as 19 Club 
members, we had 19 visitors, 
including six who had joined 
recently, and some who joined 
up on the day. One visitor 
commented that they regularly 
walked the river on the golf 
course side, but had no idea 
what a beautiful spot lay over 
on the Fyansford side! 


We ran two walks, one at 9.30 
and a second at 11.30, from 
the Fyansford Common 
carpark down to Red Gum 
Island, getting views of both 
the Moorabool and Barwon 
Rivers and the sediments and 
columnar basalt capping on 
the cliffs. It was a family 


oriented activity and the - Dave King set up the microscope so that members of the public were able 
youngsters collected water to study specimens collected from the rivers. Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Our thanks to all the Club 
members who took part and to 
Parks Victoria for their 
assistance, in particular to 
Vanessa Wiggenraad, who 
organised the marquee for us. 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
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Butterfly report 
... Valda Dedman 


B rowns, browns, browns. Common Browns living up to their settling to feed on flowers in the sunlight, or to bask. Both sexes 
name, Varied Swordgrass Browns, the smaller and darker fly throughout the day, but females tend to fly more often in the 
Xenicas and the less often seen Solander’s Brown. afternoon and to fly closer to the ground. They generally occur in 


woodland and open woodland with a grassy understorey. 
Solander’s Brown of the Otways may even be a distinct 


subspecies. The hindwing is generally smaller and its underside Lorraine Phelan rang me at 1.00 p.m. one thundery day in 

much darker brown and more strongly marked than in specimens December. She was looking through her binoculars at pelicans 
from further north or east. Solander’s Brown is a mountain circling in a thermal, when she saw hundreds of ‘dark’ butterflies, 
species, easily confused with another species of high altitudes, high, high up, randomly flying. Were they browns? We have also 
Bank’s Brown, which, however, does not occur in the Otways. . had another unconfirmed report, from Stuart Forbes, of hundreds 
There are several specimens from the Otways in the South of Common Browns at Wensleydale last November. Females of 
Australian Museum which appear to be a hybrid of the two the Common Brown rest up during the hottest months and are 


most common during March and 
April. This has been a cool 
summer on the whole, so the 
pattern may change. 


species. Only in the Otways does 
Solander’s come down to sea level. 
It has been recorded from Erskine 
Falls, from 16.5 km north-north-east 
of Apollo Bay, and from Benwerrin 
and Mt Sabine. It was in this same 
area that Trevor saw many along 
the road. There is also an isolated 
population in the Grampians. 
Solander’s Browns may be seen 
flying from late December to mid 
April and are most abundant during 
January and February. Later 
specimens tend to be very worn. 
They have a powerful, erratic flight; 
males usually fly within a few 
metres of the ground, frequently 


The brown or green larvae of 
Browns, which feed at night, 
always on monocotyledons— 
grasses or sedges—have a 
forked tail. They are smooth, but 
covered in short hairs, which 
gives them a rough appearance. 


Oh, by the way, have you ever 
tried to count the legs on a Brown 
butterfly? _ 


Varied Sedge-skipper Photo: John Newman 


11/12/2011 
30/12/2011 
29/11/2014 
29/11/2011 
06/01/2012 
02/01/2012 
01/01/2012 
06/01/2012 
02/01/2012 
24/12/2011 
30/12/2011 
30/12/2011 
04/01/2012 
29/11/2014 
08/12/2011 
13/12/2011 


Varied Sedge-skipper 
Greenish Grass-dart 
Orchard Swallowtail 
Caper White 
Cabbage White 


Anglesea, Flaxbournes Rd, 1, 10.30 a.m., [Photo] 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, present. 
Ocean Grove, 54 & 56 Woodlands Drive, 1 male being chased by 5 male Common Browns. 
Ocean Grove, 54 & 56 Woodlands Drive, at least 1. First for season at this site. 

Carlisle River, numerous, sunny. 

Anakie Gorge, present. 

Breakfast Creek Rd, 1 in sunshine, 3 p.m. 

Carlisle River, 1. 

Anakie Gorge, present. 

Wensleydale, a few, esp. late morning. Sun came out. JN’s first for season. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, present. 

Ocean Grove, Kingston Park, present. 

Benwerrin-Mt Sabine Rd, Otways, many along the road edge. [Photo] 

Ocean Grove, 54 & 56 Woodlands Drive, 5 males chasing male Orchard Swallowtail. 
Wandana, James Cook Drive, 1 female, wing only. 

Torquay, cnr Horseshoe Bend Rd & Fishers La, about 50, male & female, flying up from 
grass beside road. 5.15 p.m. Sunny. 

Wensleydale, 100s and 100s of males, a few females. 

Brisbane Ranges, Ballan Rd, Anakie, 100s seen fluttering as we drove through, 11 a.m. 
Sunny. 

Brisbane Ranges, Ballan Rd, Anakie, 100s seen fluttering as we drove through, 4.30 p.m. 
Sunny. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, present. 

Highton, North Valley Rd, a few males, 8 a.m., very early in the day for them. Sunny. 
Anakie Gorge, present. 

Highton, North Valley Rd, a few males flying, 12 15 p.m. Still around after days of heat. 
Sunny, very windy. 

Carlisle River, Numerous, sunny. 

Meredith Education Area, present. 

Anakie Gorge, present. 

Otways, Benwerrin-Mt Sabine Rd, many along the road edge. 

Long Forest. 

Carlisle River, 1 feeding on tea-tree, in sun, 12.20 p.m. 

Lake Connewarre Islands, numerous, about midday. 

Carpark at Sheepwash boat ramp, Barwon Heads, 10-20 in a small area. 


Varied Sword-grass Brown 


Ringed Xenica 
Marbled Xenica 


Solander’s Brown 
Common Brown 


24/12/2011 
28/12/2011 


28/12/2011 


30/12/2011 
01/01/2012 
02/01/2012 
04/01/2012 


06/01/2012 
13/01/2012 
02/01/2012 
04/01/2012 
27/12/2011 
06/01/2012 
21/01/2012 
21/01/2012 


24/12/2011 | Wensleydale, 1. . 
02/01/2012 | Anakie Gorge, present. 
Observers: GFNG, Gfne Plant Group; JN, John Newman; LP, Lorraine Phelan; TF, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman 


Varied Dusky-blue 


“| Saltbush Blue 


Common Grass-blue 
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Solander’s Brown, Otway Ranges. 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Plant eats birds? 


fter the Bird Group excursion to the Minya Winery on 
Australia Day, Gordon McCarthy told us an extraordinary 
story. 


About ten years ago he was at the edge of a wetland in the 
Brisbane Ranges when he and his son saw movements in some 
bidgee widgee. There were two baby coots. with their little red 
caps, encased in bidgee widgee burrs. The burrs were gumming 
them up, sticking their wings together, tangling up their legs, and 
catching up their little wings against their heads. Gordon and his 
son went to the rescue and released one of them, returning it to 
its watching parents, but the other had already died. 


The next day | was walking the dog at Balyang with my sister, 
Rosemary Turner, when 
we walked past a patch of 
bidgee widgee, and | 
recounted Gordon's story. 


‘Plant eats bird!’ she 
exclaimed. ‘That’s like the 
Pisonia that lives in the 
tropics. It is known to 
regularly kill birds, 
providing it with 
nitrogenous fertiliser. 
They grow in very poor, 
sandy soils.’ Rosemary is 
a guide with the Friends 
of Geelong Botanic 
Gardens and tells visitors 
about the Pisonia that 
grows there. 


Later | looked up Pisonia 
grandis on the web. It 


Snail shell on bidgee widgee, Point Impossible. 


...Lynne Clarke 


grows on coral cays of the Indian and Pacific Oceans and has 
very sticky seeds that are produced several times a year. There 
was a report from Nature Seychelles about their concern with the 
serious impact of this tree on birds, especially White Terns and 
White-tailed Tropicbirds. They use Pisonia grandis for nesting 
sites, and their feathers can become entangled in the seeds, 
preventing them from flying and often resulting in their deaths. 


| checked bidgee widgee also—Acaena novae-zelandiae—and 
saw close up pictures of the minute sharp barbs tipping every 
little spine. No wonder the dog can end up with brown trousers! 
In one photo there was an empty snail shell. Had the snail been 
spiked to death there, or the shell been blown there by thé wind? 
| could not tell. 


Are other little creatures 
than baby coots caught 
by bidgee widgees too? 
Perhaps scavenging 
mice, dunnarts or 
potoroos? Has anyone 
noticed little corpses 
mouldering away 
amongst bidgee widgee? 


Perhaps, instead of 
stomping on your next 
collection of snails 
caught rampaging 
through your vegetables, 
or dropping them into 
boiling water, you might 
take them down to 
Balyang and see if the 
bidgee widgee will do the 
job for you. 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 
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Melbourne Trap-door Spider Stanwellia grisea, Nemesiidae 


Introduction 

In November 2011 a 
GFNC member, Sheila 
Silver, passed to the 
author a spider specimen 
that she had collected on 
the carpet in her unit at 
the Abervale Retirement 
Village, Grovedale. The 
spider on close 
examination was found to 
be a female Melbourne 
Trap-door Spider, 
possibly one instar before 
that of an adult. 
Wandering within human 
habitation is somewhat 
unusual for a 
mygalomorph species; 
and again females rarely 
wander away from their 
tubular burrow, it is only the males that 
wander in search of females. 


The common name ‘Melbourne Trap- 
door Spider’ is something of a misnomer; 
the spider constructs a vertical silk lined 
tubular burrow in soil but does not 
provide it with a ‘trap-door’. This burrow 
may extend to a depth of 40 cm (Walker 
2003). 


Although capable of inflicting a powerful 
bite the venom is not lethal to humans. 
Capture of prey is normally sedentary 
and opportunistic, the spider sitting in the 
burrow entrance in an attitude allowing it 
to pounce on any prey passing close to 
the entrance. 


Description 

As is normal the female is larger than the 
male, adult body length 35 mm and 

25 mm respectively. It is a robust and 
hairy spider generally of a dark brown or 
black appearance. The subject specimen 
was black with an abdomen slightly 
lighter and tinged with purple colour. 


From the anterior of the cephalothorax protrude the prominent 
chelicera beneath which the fangs are attached in parallel 
alignment, the common form in all spiders of the suborder 
Mygalomorphae. A series of small projections are present on the 


A - Melbourne Trap-door Spider - Stanwellia grisea - Nemesiidae. Q 
B - L.H. chelicera with fang partially erected. 


References 
Clyne, D. (1969) A Guide to Australian Spiders, Nelson, 

Melbourne. 
Walker, K. L. (2003) Spiders and Scorpions commonly found in 


...Dave King 


kingdf@optusnet.com.au 


under side of the 
chelicerae, as shown in B, 
that act as teeth when 


gripping prey. 


Forward on the 
cephalothorax are eight 
eyes in acluster ona 
raised area known as the 
‘optical tubercle’ (Clyne 
' 1968), enclosed by a 
distinct ‘V’ pattern of two 
furrows each emphasised 
by a row of short hairs. At 
the apex of this ‘V’ there is 
a relatively deep foveola, 
(L. fovea, depression). The 
remaining area is covered 
with adpressed hairs and a 
number of darker patches. 


The appendages, legs and palps, are 
extensively covered in hair. A notable 
feature is that the patella of each leg has 
a glabrous brown area divided 
longitudinally by a distinct line of black 
hairs; a feature repeated on each palp. 
The tarsi of the first and second pair of 
legs are scopate (L. scopa, brush) the 
hairs of which have a series of minute 
hairs along the distal section, as shown 
in photo C. This undoubtedly provides 
many thousand points of contact when 
clasping prey, in particular that prey 
having a smooth exoskeleton. All tarsi 
terminate in a pair of pectinate claws, as 
shown in photo D. Metatarsi and tarsi of 
the third and fourth pairs of legs have 
several spines which would be effective 
in maintaining a hold on the silk lining of 
the tubular retreat when handling prey. 


The abdomen is paler than the 
cephalothorax and slightly tinged a 
purple colour. A dark chevron pattern is 
displayed on the dorsal area. Spinnerets 
are conspicuous, protruding from the rear 
of the abdomen. 


Birds in Diamantina National Park, Queensland, Andrew Ley, Brian 
Tynan & Mark Cameron, 2011 (598.2994 LEY) 

Common Birds of Noosa, Cooloola and the Sunshine Coast, Cecily 
Fearnley, 1998 [Deborah Evans] (598.072 FEA) i 

Migratory Shorebird Monitoring in the Port Phillip Bay (Western 


Additions to the library 


2010 (333.71 HER) 


[...]=donation 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar Site, Ashley Herrod, 


Noosa Nature: Part 1: The Waters, Cecily Fearnley, 1990 [Deborah 
Evans] (574.52 FEA) 
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Plant Group report 


13 December 2011 

Our excursion and picnic tea was another enjoyable end-of-year 
occasion. The ‘off the beaten track’ route to Torquay reminded 
us of the range of indigenous trees and shrubs and their 
understorey plants throughout the Horseshoe Bend Rd network. 
A brief stop at Dans Nature Reserve on Thompson Creek was a 
highlight of our tour to John and Barbara Bell's huge garden of 
Australian natives on Horseshoe Bend Rd, northern Torquay. 


As John was away walking the Alpine Track, Barbara led us 
through their garden. Just around each corner, of which there 
were lots, we could see a striking display. The banksias were 


...Dick Southcombe 
magnificent. We then shared our Christmas treats at tables ina 
shelter provided for visitors. 


Thank you John and Barbara. 


14 February 
Recent botanical experiences, plant specimens at meetings, 
Mason’s property plant lists. 


13 March 
Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: Biosecurity. [See p. 16] 


Calling all ex-chalkies and birdlovers 


Are you a arated teacher? Do you enjoy Vaene birds? Then 
read on. For the past six years we have spent six weeks each 
year ina different remote area of Australia birdwatching daily. On 
weekdays | supervised a child or children’s school work which is: 
what the mother usually does. The curriculum is set out by the 
School of Distance Education. Every day after school | would go 


anabranch, by. cormorants, herons: egrets, pelican and kites. All 
this in just five minute's walk from the classroom. Other years. we 


_ have seen species for the first time, including Sarus Cranes, 


Golden- shouldered Parrots, Black:backed Butcherbirds, Red- ` 
backed Fairy-wrens, a Superb Fruit-Dove, a Red Goshawk, 


Masked Finches and Gouldian pinches: : 


birdwatching, usually within walking distance of the classroom. 

The weekends allowed for further erawaiching] in other areas. - Interested? Then aona Ken. 1 Best (5278 1464) for more details. 
It is organised through Volunteers Isolated Students Education 

‘ (VISE). Check it out on www.vise. org.au. The annual information 
meeting in Geelong will be held at 11.00 a.m: On Friday 


17 February at our house, ‘being led by. VISE’s Publicity Officer. - 


Last year, at Herdingiy Station in north- west Glisensiand, 
Merrilyn and | saw (not heard) 84 species. Not bad for. 
inexperienced birdwatchers. Several were in numbers far larger » 
that what we have seen in Victoria. Then there were the special 
treats such as a feeding frenzy, on the Georgina River 


‘= Ken Best 


 Gorangamite SENET Management Authority 


„invites you to the 
Lower Barwon Wetlands Community Seminar 


The Corangamite Catchment Management ncinonty (CCMA) is” 
holding a community seminar to present the findings of new work on 
the Lower Barwon Wetlands (including Reedy Lake and Hospital 
Swamps). Guest speakers will present their findings on hydraulic. 
modeling and research into vegetation composition changes, and © 
will provide an insight into how the ecology of the wetlands.can be - 
optimised. The session will also present wetland watering options for 
future water years informed by this new. work. The Corangamite 
CMA and its project partners, Parks. Victoria andthe Victorian 
Environmental Water Holder, are seeking community input into the. 
future water pananamit of these wetlands, and é are interested i in. 
hearing community views. : 


WHERE: Geelong Bowls Club, Sommers Street, Belmont 
WHEN: Wednesday 29 February 2012, 6:30 p.m. io 9:00 P- m: 
RSVP: By Friday 24 February ; 


Light refreshments will be provided. : 


To RSVP please call 5232 9100 or email info@ccma.vic.gov.au 
For more information please contact Jayden Woolley on — 
(03) 5232 9145 or email jayden.woolley@ccma.vic.gov.au, 


Darter, Barwon River near Balyang. 


Photo: Craig Morley 
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St Laurence Park birdwatching group 


A; 2012 begins we continue every day to observe our local 
‘live-in’ and the passing bird life from our elevated room’s 
windows, or while enjoying the outdoors here at Costa Facility, 
Lara. 


We wondered if Geelong Naturalist readers would like to hear 
about our small birdwatching group formed in March 2011. Each 
month we have met on the first Thursday. The last Monday of the 
month we journey in our St Laurence bus—with Lifestyle 
Coordinator, Scott McLaren, 
behind the steering wheel— 
to observe and record our 
friends of flight. 


20 March a.m. on a mild 
overcast morning we set off 
to Serendip, sun shining, all 
aboard, binoculars, pens at 
the ready. We recorded 27 
bird varieties. 

28 April a.m. fine, mild, light 
winds at Drysdale, Lake 
Lorne and McLeods 
Waterholes. We relished the 
countryside and observed 
22 species. 

20 May a.m. and p.m. fine sunny weather found us at 
Melbourne Water Western Treatment Plant (a place apart) in the 
very special company of 52 species of birds! 

27 June p.m., in sunshine at Belmont Common, Barwon 
riverside, Jerringot Wetlands and Limeburners Point. We shared 
these habitats with 31 species. 

25 July p.m., Avalon Beach and salt works, calm day somewhat 


...Colin & Elizabeth Goldberg 


overcast. We had no end of sightings this afternoon throughout 
our journey. At the beach and salt works, 16 species; Old 
Melbourne Rd, 2 species; Ripley Rd, Little River, 2 species; 
Bufton Rd, 5 species; Harmans Rd, 4 species; Anakie Gorge 
picnic area, 6 species; Granite Rd, 3 species and Boundary Rd, 
4 species. 

29 August p.m. close to home, on our way to the You Yangs, 
we observed Emus, Cape Barren Geese (26) feeding in a green 
paddock, Maned Geese, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Masked 
Lapwing and male Superb 
Fairy-wren. Once through 
the entry gate we added a 
further 25 species to our list. 
Then, how blessed we were 
with the opportunity to watch 
an echidna wandering along 
Tea Tree Track and Eastern 
Grey Kangaroos near the 
Yellow Gums picnic area as 
we took our leave of this 
lovely place. 

29 September p.m. staying 
local again we were at 
Serendip where 30 species 
were recorded and all 
present appreciated being able to see an Eastern Barred 
Bandicoot at close quarters. 

31 October a.m. and p.m. out to Bellarine Peninsula. Weather 
overcast but fine then cool winds and sunny breaks—our final 
outing for 2011. On this occasion, as with all our outings, the 42 
species observed or heard on this trip were varied, enchanting 
and interesting to us all. 


Bird Observations 
December 2011—January 2012 


C urrently, there are development threats to Lake Victoria 
where proposed extensions to the Lonsdale Golf Club would 
impact on the shellgrit ponds and the southern shore of the lake 
and also to the Moolap Salt Works where redevelopment of the 
site is being investigated. Both these areas are key sites for 
wader species. Banded Stilts use them as feeding areas after 
they returned from the successful breeding event in the South 
Australian lakes. Both sites are significant hosts to migratory 
waders such as Red-necked Stints, Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and 
Curlew Sandpipers. Moolap Salt Works has had breeding 
attempts by Fairy Terns; Little Terns are regular visitors over 
summer. 


The regular reports of Eastern Koel over the past few years 
indicate that this species should no longer be considered as a 
vagrant to this area, although very few are reported. The report 
from Bellbrae is a first for that area. A Koel was reported from 
Newtown last year and Highton last month. The distinctive call is 
the first clue that you may have a Koel nearby. 


A wader species that has appeared in higher numbers this year is 
the Red-kneed Dotterel. This small bird is a favourite with many 
observers. They have been seen in many local wetlands in flocks 


..Barry Lingham 


of up to 27 birds. Banded Stilts have been noted in several 
places. At Salt Swamp, part of the Lake Connewarre wetlands, 
the water has started to evaporate and become more saline. The 
thousands of water fowl and the breeding brolgas have moved on, 
but the conditions suited the Banded Stilts. Please note all 
observations of this species. 


Carlisle Heath is rarely visited by our members, but it is a 
stronghold of the Beautiful Firetail and Southern Emu-wrens. The 
Diamond Firetail seen there by John was south of the normal 
range. 


The following observations are a selection of those submitted. All 
observations will be published in Geelong Bird Report. 


Observers: 

AD, Andrea Dennett; AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; 
BML, Bernie Lingham; CPt, Chris Pitfield; CMo, Craig Morley: DR, 
David Rantall; EM, Libby Macpherson; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; 
GPo, Graeme Possingham; JN, John Newman; PW, Phil Watson; 
RGa, Rob Ganly: RP, Robert Preston; RSm, Rosalind Smallwood: 
SQ, Stuart Quick; TFI, Tom Fletcher. 
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Species 

Emu 

Brown Quail 

Freckled Duck 

Black Swan 
Australasian Shoveler 
Grey Teal 


Chestnut Teal 


Hardhead 
Australasian Grebe 
Great Crested Grebe 
Common Bronzewing 
Brush Bronzewing 
Crested Pigeon 


Tawny Frogmouth 
Little Pied Cormorant 
White-necked Heron 
Eastern Great Egret 
Little Egret 


Royal Spoonbill 
Grey Goshawk 
Spotted Harrier 


Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Brown Falcon 
Brolga 


Buff-banded Rail 


Australian Spotted Crake 


Spotless Crake 
Black-tailed Native-Hen 


Eurasian Coot 
Black-winged Stilt 


Red-necked Avocet 
Banded Stilt 


Red-kneed Dotterel 


Latham's Snipe 

Bar-tailed Godwit 
Marsh Sandpiper 
Red-necked Stint 


Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 


Curlew Sandpiper 
Little Corella 


Little Lorikeet 
Eastern Koel 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Sacred Kingfisher 
Southern Emu-wren 
Rufous Bristlebird 
Spotted Quail-Thrush 
White-winged Triller 
Olive-backed Oriole 
Rufous Fantail 

Satin Flycatcher 
Welcome Swallow 
Fairy Martin 


Bassian Thrush 
Red-browed Finch 
Diamond Firetail 


Beautiful Firetail 
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Date 

01/01/2012 
04/12/2011 
18/01/2012 
20/01/2012 
02/01/2012 
09/01/2012 
20/10/2012 


20/01/2012 
20/01/2012 
06/01/2012 
13/01/2012 
19/01/2012 


16/12/2011 
20/01/2012 
10/12/2011 
13/01/2012 
18/12/2011 
29/12/2011 
09/01/2012 
13/12/2011 
29/11/2011 
17/01/2012 


15/12/2011 
04/01/2012 
13/01/2012 
06/01/2012 


29/11/2011 


20/01/2012 
20/01/2012 
03/12/2011 
20/01/2012 
06/01/2012 
29/12/2011 
20/01/2012 
29/12/2011 
29/12/2011 
11/01/2012 
14/01/2012 
20/01/2012 
31/12/2011 
09/01/2012 
20/01/2012 
02/01/2012 
29/12/2011 
29/12/2011 
09/01/2012 
20/01/2012 
09/01/2012 
20/01/2012 
09/01/2012 
09/01/2012 
13/01/2012 
02/01/2012 
09/12/2011 
15/12/2011 
20/01/2012 
13/12/2011 


16/12/2011 
13/01/2012 


14/01/2012 
‘| Otway Ranges, Mt Sabine Falls. Three separate birds. 

Fyansford, Deviation Rd. Pair building a nest in a Pepper Tree. 

Carlisle Heathland. Calling incessantly. 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Anakie Gorge Picnic area. 

Carlisle Heathland. 


26/01/2012 
06/01/2012 


Comment 

Barwon Heads. Possibly released pets. 

Bellbrae. Single bird, in local garden. 

Lake Lorne. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Nesting. 

Lake Lorne. 

Lake Victoria. In flock of >2000 teal loafing in shellgrit ponds beside golf course. 
Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. ; 

Lake Victoria, In flock of >2000 teal loafing in shellgrit ponds beside golf course. 
Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Unusual here. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Including a pair with 3 young. 

Lake Wurdi Boluc. 

St Leonards, Old St Leonards Rd. 

Wensleydale. Single bird feeding on wattle seed in area covered by shadows. 
Pt Lonsdale, Shell Rd. Easterly record on Bellarine Peninsula. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. First for here. 

Queens Park. High in River Red Gum next to the golf course. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Large number roosting round internal ponds. 
Yollinko, Barwon River. Feeding in a small pond just west of Yollinko. 

St Leonards, Old St Leonards Rd. On dam. 

Corio, Geelong Grammar School. Four breeding pairs in large cypress. 
Moolap Saltworks. Viewed from the pumphouse. 

Lake Victoria. In shellgrit ponds beside golf course. 

Queens Park. Sitting on a Red Gum branch near the salt lagoon. Also 16/12. 
Bellbrae. Single bird. White morph. 

Winchelsea, Cape Otway Rd, 3.5 km west of Deans Marsh-Winchelsea Rd. 


Immature bird patrolling over dried-off fodder crop. 

Curlewis, off Scarborough Rd. 

Otway Ranges, Mt Cowley. In a dead tree. 

Batesford, Quarry site. 

Lake Connewarre, Salt Swamp. The nesting pair successfully raised the youngster 
and have moved off as the swamp dries out. Last sighting. 

Bellbrae. Single bird round dam on private property. 

Highton, Barwon River. It ran 20 m along the bike track before taking flight. 
Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Seem to be common now. 

Serendip Sanctuary. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. 

Serendip Sanctuary. Two pairs. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. 

Lake Wurdi Boluc. Many thousands. 

Moolap Saltworks. Viewed from the pumphouse. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Incl. a pair with a juvenile & a pair with 2 tiny runners. 
Moolap Saltworks. Viewed from the pumphouse. 

Moolap Saltworks. Viewed from the pumphouse. 

Lake Connewarre, Salt Swamp. Also 14/1. 

Lake Murtnaghurt. Large flock with smaller waders. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Last seen here in Jan. 2003. 

Reedy Lake, Coppards Rd. In one flock. 

Lake Victoria. Feeding in shellgrit ponds beside golf course. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. 

Lake Lorne. Also 1 on 18/1. 

Moolap Saltworks. Viewed from the pumphouse. 

Moolap Saltworks. Viewed from the pumphouse. 

Lake Victoria. Feeding in shellgrit ponds and along lake shore. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. 

Lake Victoria. Feeding in shellgrit ponds and along lake shore. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. 

Lake Victoria. Feeding in shellgrit ponds beside golf course. 

St Leonards, Murradoc Rd. A noisy flock heading west 8 p.m, 

St Leonards, St Leonards Lake Reserve, McLeods St. In morning. 
Queens Park. Flying over. 

Highton. Calling from a garden, about 8.20 a.m. 

Bellbrae, Portreath Rd. Calling loudly from trees around the house. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. First ever here in Summer/Autumn 

Queens Park. Calling rapidly and repeatedly. 

Carlisle Heathland. g 

Anglesea Heathlands, Breakfast Creek. Calling but not seen. 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Pines Carpark.-A pair with a young in downy plumage. 
Serendip Sanctuary. 

Bellbrae. Single bird, eating mulberries in local garden. 

Anglesea Heathlands, Breakfast Creek. A pair nest building. 

Carlisle Heathland. 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Massive number hawking over ponds. 
Queens Park, Barwon River. Flying around the Red Gum Island bridge. 
Batesford, Quarry site. Adults and juveniles; many, many old nests being taken 
over by House Sparrows. 

Fyansford Common. Many seen on the GFNC excursion. 


Observers 
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Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
_ Thursday 23 February 2012 
‘Lake Connewarre and Hospital Lake 


Leader: Kay Campbell ` 
‚Taits Point observation area overlooking Lake 
Connewarre, at the end of Staceys Road, 
Connewarre (Melway 481 G4, Vicroads 
454 G9). From Geelong, via Barwon Heads Rd, 
“turn left at the Barwon Heads Airport corner 
and continue to the end of Staceys Road. — 
9.00 a.m. 
: About 12 midday. 
Binoculars, telescope, morning tea, sunscreen, 
drinks, hat etc. 
Enquiries: Kay 5243 3311 or row 5244 0182 


Meet: 


GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 19 February 2012 


Edwards Point Wildlife Reserve 


It’s quite some time since we've been to this reserve and the 
Friends Group have been putting in a lot of hard work weeding 
and planting. As walking the full length of the spit section will. 
take a good twa hours or more there and back, we'll meet at 
-|the main carpark and then decide our options: walk the full spit 
section carrying lunch {no toilets en route) or walk half the spit 
section, return for lunch and a toilet stop and then spend the 
afternoon in the western section off Bluff Road to see the work 
the Friends Group have been doing. 


Meet: Eastern Park for carpooling 9.00 a.m. or the carpark at 
the end of Beach Road at 9.45 a.m. (Melways 474 A4) 


Bring: Packed lunch and morning tea, afternoon tea, water, 
sunscreen, hat, footwear suitable for sandy tracks and - 
~ beach (tide depending). . : 


Contact: Deborah Evans, ph. 5243 8687 


SEANA Autumn Camp 7 


16-19 March 2011 


‘Camperdown 


There will be no GFNC excursion in March, but we hope many 
members will join the Timboon FNC down at Camperdown that 
weekend. for the SEANA camp which will explore the local lakes 
and volcanic features. 
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Clean Up Australia Day 


9-11 a.m., 4 March 2011 


Bird hide, Jerringot Reserve, Belmont 
Sway 452 A11) 


it only took an hour last year, so we will hopetuly be finished by. 
morning tea time! ; i ; 


Bring: sturdy shoes or gumboots, hat, sunscreen, gloves, 
sunglasses, water, morning tea if desired. 

Leaders: Deborah Evans, ph. 5243 8687, Claire and Dennis 
Greenwell, ph. 5243 7047 


Moth mania 


Saturday 25 February 2012 


_ Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 


_ Leaders: Marilyn and Dean Hewish 


Have you ever wondered why Marilyn (the mad moth lady) 
goes on about her beautiful moths? Are you curious about what 
a 'mothing night’ involves? Here's your chance to learn about 
one of nature’s hidden secrets. Come along to a barbecue tea 
and mothing demonstration at Ocean (aroye Nature Reserve. 
Children are welcome. 


Meet: Ocean Grove Nature Reserve car park (entrance to 
reserve off Grubb Road) at 7 p.m. The demonstration will 
follow after sunset, around 8.30 p.m. 

Finish: Marilyn and Dean will probably go on to 1 p.m. to 
midnight. Others can leave earlier. 

Bring: BYO everything for barbecue (picnic tea if a fire ban 
day), including chairs. Also camera to photograph.moths, 
torch, warm clothing (a warm day doesn't guarantee a warm 

night), insect repellent, sturdy shoes (many people 

clustered around the sheet can stand on each other's toes). 


Enguines: Marilyn Hewish 03. See eet Or ss 
hewishs@iprimus. com.au eo 


Advance notice 


“Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Tuesday 13 March 2012 
‘Biosecurity—who pays for the fence?’ 


Speaker: Peter Symes, Curator, Environmental 
Horticulture, Royal Botanic Gardens 


The presentation will outline the global pest and disease issues 
as well as covering management practices we can all use with 
pests and diseases in both natural and man-made landscapes. — 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2011-2012 

President Bruce Lindsay 0439 035 277 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Vice-President Vacant 
Immediate Past President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Secretary Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Treasurer Peter Turner 5241 2654 presturner@ozemail.com.au 
Minute Secretary Grace Lewis 0438 046 363 g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 
Committee Member John Bell 5261 3543 soleal@bigpond.com 
a ? Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
5 y Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Conservation Group Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 5243 8687 deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
Geelong Bird Report Craig Morley 5221 4604- craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 dedmanv@iprimus.com.au 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636  Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Fauna Survey Group A Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
Membership Officer 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 42941 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
General Meeting Minutes Yvonne Campbell 52225887 sscope@optusnet.com.au 


Coming events 


FEBRUARY 2012 MARCH 2012 7 
7 General Meeting: Phil Ingamells—control burning 4 ‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot. Leaders: Deborah 
11-18 Mammal trapping—Dog Rocks Sanctuary Evans, Claire & Dennis Greenwell 
14 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 6 General Meeting : 
16 Bird Group: Rob Ganly—Favourite birding moments _ 13 Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: Biosecurity— 
19 Excursion: Edwards Point Peter Symes 
Leaders: TBA 15 Bird Group: Meeting 
23 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Lake Connewarre and, 16-19 SEANA campout: Camperdown, host club Timboon FNC 
Hospital Lake. Leader: Kay Campbell Note: No separate GFNC excursion 
25 Mothing Mania—Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Leaders: 22 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Marilyn and Dean Hewish 
27 Feb-1 Mar Fauna Survey—The Narrows, Queenscliff 


- Mailing roster 
February: Jan Venters 
-= „March: John Miro © 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 28 February 2012 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg andslides or prints for scanning— 
to the Editor Lorraine Phelan: Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 


DISCLAIMER 


The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed F . ; 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 


Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another Botanic Gardens Friends Room, 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. ; and start at 8.00 p.m. 


. 


The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 


ame is mai TS niar Brese Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern 
acknowledg e Club and Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 
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